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CHAMBERS: DICTIONARY 


DEW works in the Engliſh language have 
been more generally, or more delervedly 


ettecmed, than the Cyclopædia ot Mr. Chambers. 


As a repotitory of unwertal literature and ſcience, 
it comprehen«.5, within narrow bounds, a great 
varicty of: ſubjects; and, being in alphabetical 
ord-r, it is adapted to readers of different de- 
ſcriptious. A work that facihitates the acquiſi- 
tion of knoulecdge to the generality of the peo- 
ple, —that is ſuited to the convenience and occa- 
ſions of numerous clatles of readers, —that ſatis- 


fics the doubts, and r<tre” 2s the memories of 


adepts, mult neceifarily be acceptable to the 


public in general. This work is calculated to 


/ Mr. Champvers's clp dia. 


autwer all theſe purpoſes, and it is executed in 
I a manner that Cannot fail of 
tion to every one. 


When we conſider the variety and magnitude 


importance, and formed on lo extenſive a ſcale; 


but our admiration is increaſed to aſtouiſhment, 
when we perceive how greatly our learned Editor 


hath improved the original plan, and that by 
candid, he has fully maintained the credit and 


ntury, had deſervedly and liberally allowed to 


Among the many improvements made by the | 
Editor, we conſider the hiſterical account which | 
he has given of ſeveral ſciences, as not the leait | 


important. A couciſe relation oi new diſcove- 
ries, and of the authors who have made them, 
are Circumſtances not to be met with every 
where, ts : 5 | 


Our Author gives an accotint of all the diſeove- 
ries that have been made in ſucceſſive periods of | 


time down to the pretent day; he deſcribes the 


is very particular in giving the dates according 
to which their works were publiſhed. The ac- 


claim the merit of firit making them, are im- 
partially treated, and the facts being related 
fimply, and without the leaſt ſeeming prepol- 


ſeſſion in favour of any of theſe three great ana- 
tomiſts, all of whom have, by their uieful diſco- 
veries and labours, immortali ed their names. 


progreſs. The improvements in theſe produce 
very conſiderabie articles. | 
all its parts, wears a very different face lince the 
time of Mr. Chambers's hut edition, and has af. 


ſome degree among the ancients, chiefly with re- 
ſpect to its medical application and uſe, yet, as 
they adopted no regular ſyſtem of diſtribution 


eaſily loft. This ſtudy is arrived at a degree ot 
pertection among the moderns, to which the an- 


method of claſſing, diſtributing, and characteriz- 
ing plants, but alſo as to the copia, or number of 
plants, known and deſcribed. The numerous 
travels and voyages of botaniſts haze, of late 
years, very much contributed to the extent of 
the ſcience. Our judicious Editor has followed 
it through all its improvements; he has deſcrib- 
ed the ſ:veral ſyttems of the heſt writers ;—fſhewn 


the excellencies and defects of each; and illuſ- 


trated the Tournefortian and Linnæan ſvitems 
by a number of original and well-execured en- 
gravings. | 


a 
— 4 


giving : ſatistac- | 


counts of the later diſcoveries controverted be- 
tween Munro, Hunter, and Hewſon, who ail | 


Natural hittory, in 


of a work, which, like this, is adapted to read- l 
ers of every fort, and which contains every 
thing relative to ſcience that hath hitherto been 
pub:uhed,we admire the courage of the man who 
could undertake a compilement of ſuch great 


and arrangement, they made a flow progres, | 
and the knowledge they gained was foon and 


ARTS 


| 


Many ſciences of late years have made a rapid 


forded much new matter to the Editor of the | 
preſen:. Botany, in particular, has undergone” 
great changes; and thoogh it was cultivated in 


cients were ſtrangers, not only with reſpect to the 


diſtinct treatiſes on the art. 


O F 


| Zoology, a conſiderable article in natural hiſ⸗ 


tory, comprehends whatever relates to the form, 


ſtructure, method of living, feeding, &c. of the 
different ſpecies of animals. Here we find the 
indefatigable Editor not only deſcribing the ſe- 
veral animals, and illuſtrating his deſcription 


with elegant as well as accurate figures, but en- 


2 into a minute Tecital of every writer upon 
the ſubject, giving an account of their reſpective 
ſyſtems, and informing his readers what particu- 


more immediately elucidated. _ | 
Mathemarics comprehend a wide extent of 


pedia, yet the Editor has found much room tor 


many important and uſeful additions. 


Under the word Algebra, we meet with a con- 


lative to the improvements of different ages, with 
an achple account of the books that have been 
written on the ſubject: the particular application 


ot it to many important purpoſes in life is pointed 


out, and a detail of the authors who firlt applied 
it to them ; which are matters of very great conſe- 


| | quence even to a profeſſor; but much more to a 
ſecuring the approbation of the judicious and 


perſon who withes to be directed, in his purſuits, 


out the labour ct loſs of time that would be re- 
quiſite, in order to examine a gitat number of 


We are aſtoniſhed to ſce that one man has 1 
able to collect the great variety of new diſcove- 


geometry to algebra, and of algebra to geome- 


try, has greatly improved each icience; and the 


attention which the Editor has paid to this ſub- 
ject is no ſmall recommendation of the work. 
Conic fettions form a conſiderahle article to 


a b | 5 : '© | make the doctrine of conic ſections (which is fo 
ſeveral! writers of note; mentions the times in 


; 1 - Er le: 4 the iche 1 ry, 
which, and the places where, they flouriſhed; and very conſiderable a part of the higher geometry, 


and of ſuch importance in aſtronomy more com- 
plete, the Editor puts the whole in one contracted 
view. 


betore us, as relate to the abſtruſe parts or the 


endeavoured to avoid that air of paradox avd 
myſtery which has been a reproach to modern 
mathematicians. | 2p 5 

chiefly depend on the perfection ot inſtruments, 
afford the Editor ample matter for increating the 


within thete few years, been brought to a con— 
ſiderable degree of perfection. Lhe hiſtory of 
the teleſcope is in this edition much enlarged. 

Our Editor has not paſſed over the unprove- 
ments that » vigation has received from the 
more accurately conftrutt.ng of quacrants, 

The Editor ot this extelive work has tpared 
neither attention nor labour, to communicate 
every new invention that later years have pro- 
duced. DS vn 2 5 

In treating on m:chanics, the ingenious Editor 
inveſtigates this with great attention. 
The doctrines of Anauities, Reveriions, Ex- 
e ctations, Affurance, &c. are pecuhiaily attend- 
ed to by the Editor, who has taken great pains 
with this ſubject. He has given every thing 


of them have furniſhed. 
publiſhed on theſe ſubjects, ſeveral „end articles 


| 
| 


are added that greatly enrich the pref-at per- 
formance. N 
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ciſe yet particular hiſtory of that ſcience. The 
proficient in algebra will here find every thing re- | 


ries, and the many important improvements with | 
which the arts and ſciences have, within thete 
| few years paſt been enriched. The application af 


Mathematicians have written largely on 
this ſubject, and the Editor has very judiciouſiy 
inſerted as much of it as ſeems neceſiary to ena- | 
ble ſach as are unacquainted with it, to forma 
juſt notion of the ſubject. We were much pleated. 
with peruting ſuch articles of the performance 


In aftronomy, thoſe improvements Which 


lar part of this extentve ſtudy each author has 


ſcience; and, although they made a very conſi- 
derable part of the former cditions of the Cyclo- 


| | to the heit and ſureſt guides for inſtruction, with- | 
reputation that the püblic, for above halt a 


been 


higher geometry, becauſe the Editor has always 


Cyclopzdia. The conftruttion of teleicopes have, 


that preceding writers had ſaid, and nude àa ju- 
dicious extract of the material tables which each 
Beſide hat has beef 
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INPROVED and illuſtrated with a great number of COPPER-PLATES. 


| well a5 picaſure from the peruſal of the hiſtoty 
of theſe atmoſpherical vovages and travels. The 
_ uſes of an art fo lately introduced to our ac- 


| it may be applied. | 8 
The mechanical Arts are no leſs attended to by 


| ing, Carpentry, Dying, Tanning, Gardening, &c. | 
In the execution of this part of the work, we 


| {trucred. 


toundeg, little elſe remains to be done. 


tained, but we find many ſuggeſtions of the ad- 
vantages Hat may be derived trom it, and the 


ſtance points cut to us the boundarics here a 


_— . e | + 3 | 5 
Terentific dictionary ought to begin; e d 


he has faithfully recorded the material advances 


..conclude that he has arzived at the end of 
Journey. 


to be ahridged or altered, in order to make them 
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De Moivre on f bas been adopted : theſe 
curious inveſtigations, though in themſelves of no 
great utility, are neverthelets entertaining as they 


_ comprehend much ſtrict mathematical reaſoning. 


Chemiſtry has received great and material 
Improvements in later years. To theſe the 
Editor has been very attentive. His hiſtory of 
the «diſcoveries: relative to the d Ferent Airs, is, 


we belicve, not to be met with, in ſuch circum- 


{tantial detail, in any other work. 

Of the Barometer, the Editor treats very 
largely, and gives a particular account of the 
improvements that have been wade in that in- 
ſtrument, eſpecinlly when it is uled to determine 
the heights of mountains, &. The various 


_ conſtructions of theſe inſtruments are minutely 


deſcribed, and directions given tor the mode of 


filling, fixing them, Kc. ſo as beft to ſuit the | 


ſeveral purpoles for which they are intended. 
On Acroſtation, notwithſtanding the novelty 


of the diſcovery, the Editor has collected every / 
thing of note that has been written on the ſub— 


jet. We received much real information as 


quaiarance, have not yet been ſufficientiy aſcer- 


economical and philoſophical purpoſes to which 


the Editor thau thoſe which are ſtiled /ibera! ; . 
he has in this edition conſiderably increaſed the 


articles Agriculture, Architedd ure, Baking, Þrew- 


admire the Editor's method of expreſſing com- 


mon things in a manner that even the learned / 
may proht by ther, and the ignorant be in- {; 
When a lexicographer accompliſhes \ 
this intention, we think he has not only done 7 
| his duty, but even every thing that can be ex- 


peacd of him. When he has g'ven an hiltory 
of the Art, the improvements that have been 
gradually made in it, tne uſual methods of 
prectiiing it, and the reaſons upon which it is 
XS 1;1 


the d1-Uonary of a language, the letters, which / 
are the elementary principles of words, are ſup- 
poled to be known; fo in a diftipnary of ats, 
the elementary principles of ſcience are pre- 


ſuppoled. Tue conſideration of this circum- 


it is net o eaſy to determine where it Hutt ed. 


Ihe Editor has much increaſed and improved 


the work he ſet out with, and when we find that 
that have been made in ference, we may ſatelv 
his 


The Supplement to Chambers's Dictionarz, 
which was publitmhed about zo „cars ago, has 
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been duly attended to by the prelent learned | 


Eaitor, and though he has incorporated the moſt 


valuable part into the orivinsl alphabet, yer his 
judgment has in every ztunce ſelected only [; 
WIA was nece fler, and uſetui, ard rejected the \ 


ſuperfluous end redundant, Ihe incorporating 


it into thz original required a number of articies 


ſuit the places where they were inferted. 
taſk, however la borious and difhcult, has been 
executed with care and attention; winch is not 
one of the J:aft recommendation. to which this 
work is entitled. | 

As 4 r-poſitory or ſtorehouſe of the arts and 
ſciences, thi, performance is every way 
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entitled 


to a place ins the library of the pl:toſopher, th. 


by - 4 + » {4 7 N 1358 13 1 
Arlt, and the MAN oi potenter me. 
i _— 
| 29 * RE. , 
— — I JI / CW”. 3 LS > 
N C7: Sets Yar 4% CF Sk” 
* 


> LED „ 


enen 5 — 
% 


Wor d .nl . -e. I Ao Pew lod nt edge 
7 9 „ 


